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uccess in school
starts with read-
ing.

When children become
good readers in the
early grades, they are
more likely to become
better learners through-
out their school years
and beyond. Learning to
read is hard work for
children. Fortunately,
research is now avail-
able that suggests how
to give each child a
good start in reading.
Becoming a reader in-
volves the development
of important skills, such
as sharing conversa-
tions with a child over
meal times and other
times families are to-
gether.

This brochure was pub-
lished to help parents
put reading first.

The Partnership for
Reading, a collabora-
tive effort of the Na-
tional Institute for Lit-
eracy (NIFL), the Na-
tional Institute of Child
Health and Human De-
velopment (NICHD),
and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education have
made evidence-based
reading research avail-
able to educators, par-

Helping Your Child Learn to Read
A PARENT GUIDE I

ents, policy makers, and others with an interest in
helping all people learn to read well.

To obtain additional copies of this brochure, con-
tact the National Institute for Literacy at ED Pubs,
Po Box 1398, Jessup, MD 20794-
1398. 1-800-228-8813. Fax 301-
470-1244. Email edpubor-
ders@edpubs.org. Or download
the document at www.nifl.gov.

Brochures are offered for preschool
through grade 3 and older. |



Parents Eﬁr‘g
Assuring
Student SUdents
Success Swooess (PASS is
o adairwayto
»' DR oreater familyin-
m 2~ B \o\eretina
e child'seducation.
Itsmain focusisto
draw homeand

schoal, parent and child, doser together
to createa " connection” that has proven
to lead to increased Sudent performance
inthedass-oom Developed inan urban
school sysemin Northwest Indiana, this
program successfully notivated and in-
volved low-incomefaniliesin thar chil-
dren'seducation. These parentstook
greater responghility for their children's
learning after discovering howto teach
the gudy skillsand values necessary for
successinchool. Once schooled at home
ingpedifictechniquesfor learning, chil-
dren should performat ahigher levd in
thedassroomand their test scores, moti-
vation, and sHf -eteemall should rise
Pathfinder Family Center-North Dakota

PASSisadepby-gep manud widdy
used acrossthe United States, thet con-
ggsof two mgor parts Thefird part
teaches parentswhat it tekesto become
an efident learmner. Here, thefocusison
study kills induding the principlesand
characterigtics of wdl-knownleaming
grategies The second part gives parents
the opportunity to acquire skillsin teech-
ing and ranforang critical Sudy habitsat
home

Thedght easy-to-follow modulescan

be ussd by parents independently or ina
workshop setting, PASSwill hdp parents
improvether ability to:

1 enhanceapostivedtitudeto-

ward leamning

2 provideaprodudtivelearming
evironmat

PASSwill dso hdp parentsteach thar
childrenhow to:

1 menagetime ligen, and concer+
trate

2 manage homework and sudy
textbooks

3 preparefor and taketedts

4 takenotesand orgenizeinforma:
tion

5 improvethar memory and think-
ing kills

6 improvethar reeding kills

Y ou can uethe guiddines, Srategies,
forms and workshegtsin PASSto give
parentsthe knowledge and confidenceto
improvethar child' ssudy skills PASS
will help parents become adtive and moti-
vaing “learing enginears’ in ther chil-
dren'slives assuring thair success as -
dants 151 pages, paperback (842" x117),
gradesK-12 $24.95

PASSoort to Successisthekit thet provides
you with the guidance and materidsyou
will need to conduct parent training ses-
sonsbased onthebook Parents Assuring
Sudent Success

B (PASH by bR

Ban.

Each kit containsa
Traner'sManud; a
oopy of ParentsAs:
uring Sudent Suc-
cesshy JohnR. Ban;
and aCD-ROM con+

PASSport

to Success
PASE Vemiming PAng s

taining aPowerPoint dide presentation
and handouts thet can be modified. These
materids coupled with your credtivity, are
dl that are nesded to teach parantsto be-
come active and mativating "leaming e
ginegs' inthar children'slives

The PASSoort to Successtraning
programisdivided into 8 training mod-
ules Parent Attitude, The Home Environ-
ment, Study Skills Homework and Learmn+
ing Expecitors Note-Taking Skills, Pre-
paring for Tests Memory and Thinking
Skills and Reeding Xills Thesemodules
follow the same sructure asthe book Par-
ents Asuring Sudent Success, which par-
entswill usebath during dassand for a-
homewark.

Y ou are encouraged to tailor your
traning ssssonsto the needs and interests
of the parentsyou will betraining. Each
moduleindudes

1 A Leson Plan withanovaview
and indructionsfor teeching each
modue

2 Sidesand notes with sngpshats
of the PowerPoint didesand

specefor your notes

3 Adivitiesand Tips for presat-
ing the information in the module

4  Additional Materia, uchas
handouts, games, 9gns, and aur-
veysthat youwill nead for eech
module

200-pagetrainer'smanual (8 /2" x 11,
151-page parent manual (8 1/2' x 11,
CD-ROM with PowerPaint presentations,
sample"passport” booklet $179.00. And
can be ordered through -

Nationdl Educationd Sarvice
Bloomington, IN

(888)763-9045 or (812)336- 7700
Fax: (812) 336770
http:/Amw.nesonlinecom/res!
asuringhtml

|



Pass This On To Parents !

hat No Child Left Be-
hind Means for Amer-
ica’'s Families

Raising Standards

Everyone who spends time with chil-
dren learns avivid lesson: Children
want to meet the expectations of
adults. If these expectations are low,
children will miss their true potential.
When expectations are high, amazing
progress can happen. Teachers, par-
ents, grandparents, and neighbors
should all challenge children to read
well, to do advanced math, to learn
history, and to understand science.

Wl thought out standards should
explain in plain language what stu-
dents should know and be able to do
by the end of each grade. They
should set clear expectations so that
teachers, parents, and communities
can understand what should happen
in the classroom. Families should ask
their children’s schools to explain
what the standards are and what each
child should be learning.

Families should encourage and chal-
lenge children to learn more every
day. If your child fails at atask, don't
make excuses-make a plan for ac-
complishing the task and work to-
ward it together. Insist on high stan-

dards form your child, your child’s
school, and yoursalf.

Annual Testing

Just as you can't judge a book by its
cover, you can't judge a school by its
location or its design. Some rundown
schools in poor areas are doing well

a raising student performance, while
some suburban schools with fancy
athletic equipment and new science
labs are not preparing many of their
students well, especially their poor
and minority students. The only sure
way for parents to know how their
children’s schools are doing is to look
at the information on student progress
that al public schools must make
available. The way schools will ob-
tain that useful information is through
standards-based assessments-or tests.

Taking atest is like going to a doctor
for a checkup. A test can tell you
what kind of help you need and
where you need it most. It aso gives
your children a chance to show what
they learned. If a gtate failsto use
standardized tests, the state will have
a hard time making sure no child is
forgotten and no classroom is dip-
ping through the cracks. The sameis
true for districts and schools.
Through good testing, parents can
learn which schools are doing the
best. They can also discover the
methods that work the best and en-
courage their use.

If Arkansas starts testing in reading
and math, you can expect to get much
more information every year on how
your children are doing in school. Go
over the information carefully, take
note of your children’s strengths and
weaknesses, understand how their
classes work and what their teachers

are do- ing, and talk to your
children
about how you can help them pro-

gress toward the academic standards
st for their grade. One thing you
may hear when people discuss testing
isthat teachers will “ teach to the
test.” The important thing to remem-
ber isthat each state must choose a
test that matches what children are
expected to learn. A well-designed
test really measures those things a
state wants every child to know and
be able to do.

L ooking At Progress

Another benefit of annual testing is
that it allows us to identify successful
schools. Previously, we |ooked
mainly at average test scores for
states and sometimes for districts.
These scores gave us some informa:
tion about school performance, but
not the complete picture. Thanks to
annual tests, we can look at achild's
progressin each grade or class. We
can consider how students perform
from start to finish and can identify
and reward schools that are truly
helping their students make progress
along the way.

For example, if children are neglected
by a particular middle school, but
their high school subsequently helps
them catch up, the high school de-
serves recognition. Also, tests can
help us find the problems that need

(continued on page 7)




No Child Left Behind Means To You cont. . .

(Continued from page 1)

AletsParentsTo Ilmportant Informa-
tion On How Ther Child’'sSchod Is
Daing

No Child Left Behind gives parent’ sre-
port cards so they can seewhich schodls
and digtricts are sucocesding and why.

5

With thisinformation, No Child Left Be-
hind gives parents, community leeders,
teechers prindipas and dected leeders
theinformation they need to improve
shods

GivesResourcesTo TeachersAnd
Schoals

Thefederd government promises schools
will have the funding and resourcesthey
nead to improve. Since 1994, federd
gpending on education hesmorethen
doubled. Federd spending on education
will grow 29 percent with No Child Left
Behind.

PutsVauableInformation Into The
HandsOf Teachers

Measuring children's progress provides
teecherswith independent information
about eech child' ssrengths and week-
nesses With thisknowledge, teecherscan
craft lessons to make sure eech Sudent
mests or exceadsthe dandards

TdlIsParentsAnd PrindpalsHow Wl
Ingructional Program AreWorking

Parentswill know how wel leaming is
oocurring in ther child' sdass They will

haveinformation about how wel thar
childis progressing compared to other
children.

Annud testswill give prindpasinde-
pendent information about exactly how
much progress each teecher’ ssudents

have made, so they can dso make good
decisons about teacher nesds.

AllowsMoreFlexibility

No Child Left Behind gives schools
moreflexibility in how they spend tax-
payer dollars That means principasand
adminigratorswill goend lesstimefilling
out forms and lesstime dedling with fed-
erd red tgpe. It dso meansthey will have
moretime to gpend focusing on Sudent
progress

Gives School Board MembersAnd
SuperintendentsBetter Information
OnTheBadcs

No Child Left Behind ensuresevery
child getsasolid and chdlenging curricu-
lum digned with rigorous academic San+
dards That' swhy it requires schoolsto
uselessons and materids backed by
sound, dentificresearch. W

Reprinted with permission-U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, Office of the Secre-
tary, What to Know & Whereto Go,
Parents' Guide to No Child Left Be-
hind, Washington, D.C. 2002




Thisarticlewill help ansver some questions
about the Program No Child Left Behind.
Please check out theweb stewww.No Child

Left Behind.govif you havemorequestions.
No Child Left Behindis Fed-

W erd Education legidation to

provide ass stanceto the neediest aress. It
provides children in high poverty areas addi-
tiond resources o thet they will have an equa
opportunity to obtain ahigh quality education.

hat isit?

Isit new?

Not redly. In 1965, legidation was passed asa
part of Lyndon B Johnson’sWar on Poverty
for thissame purpose and wascaled Title1.
During the Clinton administration it was reau-
thorized under thelmproving America’s
School Act. In 2002, it was reauthorized once
again under the Bush adminigtration and this
time was called The No Child Left Behind Act.
Eachtimethislegidation isreauthorized the
guiddinesare changed toimprove sarvices.

How isTheNo Child Left Behind Act differ -

ent from pad legidation?

Severd componentsof thisact have changed:
- Funding: Therehasbeenasignificantin-
creesein federd education funding to more
than $422.1 billion for America selemen-
tary and secondary schools.

- State Edtablished Standards: States design
their own standardsand their owntests.

- Accountability: Every child in third through
eighth gradeswill betested and parentswill
be given report cardsfor every school -
highlighting successand shining alight on
falure.

- Yealy Gans Statesmust st clear gods
and timeframes, give parentsinformation
on academic achievement, and provide
choicesif their child’ sschool fails

- Locd Control & Hexibility: Loca commu-
nitiesand school digtrictswill beempow-
ered by having morediscretioninusing
federd funds

- Good Teechers Teacherswill be supported
with thebest research-based lessonsand
materias andthebest training.

- Getting Help for Students: Supplementary
serviceswill boost academic success.
- Using Research-based Programs. Only the

best ideaswith proven resultswill beintro-
ducedinto the classroom.

How does* Expanded Parental Choice’
work? Can my child transfer from alow-
performing school ?

Studentsattending aschool that hasbeen iden-
tified for improvement must be notified by the
beginning of theschool year that they havethe
option of transferring to another public school
served by thedidtrict. Studentswill not bed-
lowed to transfer into ancther low performing
school and they can only transfer within their
digrict, unless specid arrangements havebeen
mede.

What if thereisnot enough spaceat the
school of choice?

Inthiscase, thelowest achieving sudentsfrom
thelowest incomefamilieswill begivena

priority.

What about transportation?
Digtrictsaredlowed to soend up to 10% of
their Title 1 fundsfor trangportation. However,
if the school of originimprovestheir perform-
ance, thetrangportation option will autometi-
caly end. Also, if the state department takes
over, resulting from aneed for corrective action
again, transportation will end.

What are” Supplemental Services’?
Students from low-income familieswho are
attending schoolsthat havebeenidentified as
failing for two yearswill bedigibletoreceive
outsidetutoring or academic assstance. Parents
can choosethe gppropriate servicesfor their
childfromalist of goproved providers. The
school district will purchasethe services.
Wheat isthe* Reading Firs” program?
Thisisanother part of No Child Left Behind. It
isandiond initiativeaimed a helping every
childin every state (K-3rd grades) becomea
successful reader. Specia emphasiswill be
placed to support early language, literacy, and
prereading development of preschool age chil-
dren, particularly those from low-incomefami-
lies.

Mo uﬁﬂa’ eﬁ‘ Behfﬂd

I e
What ismy roleasaparent?
No Child Left Behindgives parents new
toolsto heptheir childrenlearnandto help
improve America sschools. Parentswill be
getting reportsontheir children’ sschools,
reliabletesting resultsfor their children, and
optionsas mentioned. Parents should contact
their children’ steechersto find out how they
canhelp. Also, thestateisrequired to de-
velop aStatewide Parent and Community
Involvement Committee to coordinate and
sarveasaclearinghousefor parent and com-
munity involvement activitiesa the state
andlocal levels. Parentscan contact their

local schoal digtrict tofind out if thereisa
loca committeethat they canjoin.

B

When doesthislaw comeinto effect?

On January 8, 2002, President Bush signed
theNo Child Left Behindlegidation. The
law cameinto effect fal of 2002 and states
were required to submit their proposasby

January 31, 2003

What if | have more questions?
Therearesaverd sourcesof additiond infor-
mation. Vidt thewebste

www.NoChildL eftBehind.gov or call your
locd school Board of Education. [ |

Adapted from* No Child Left Behind, Clos-
ing the Achievement Gapin America’ sPub-
lic Schools” U.S Dept of Education, 2002
and reprinted with permissonfromAla-
bama Parent Ass stance Center.



(continued from page 4)

fixing while the students are
gtill in the middle school,
and we can make things
better for future students.
Children who go to high
school without having mas-
tered elementary and middle
school material will only

fall further behind, and will
find it harder to catch up.
The No Child Left Behind
Act tries to fix these kinds
of problems early. Testing
every year in grades three
through eight will help.

Accountability

So, you've read the test
scores for your children,
their classes, their schools,
and their district. What
next? If your child’s school
isexcelling, celebrate! Tell
the teachers and principal
you appreciate their good
work in helping your child
progress, but then find out
what their goals are for fur-
ther progress.

Write aletter to your local
paper thanking the school
for its success and suggest-
ing new educationa hori-
zons. After all, even great
schools can still improve. A
school’ s “report card” gives
everyone good information
on where the school needs
improvement.

For 35 years, the federa
role in education has been
amed at helping the schools
that face the biggest chal-
lenges. One thing we should
never do istolerate schools
that fail year after year. A

school that cannot teach and
will not change requires
outside intervention.

If aschool or a particular
classroom is not doing well,
you may want to ask the
principa or the teacher how
you can help it do better.
Take alook at the rest of the
school and at neighboring
schools to find models for
success. Also, consider of -
fering your time to help the
school improve. If these
methods don’t work or seem
unlikely to have any posi-
tive effect, then consider
other options. Some fami-
lies have chosen other pub-
lic schools, magnet schooals,
private schools, parochial
schools, home schooling or
charter schools, or to sup-
plement their current school
with atutoring program.
Figure out what choices you
have, and weigh them care-
fully. Watch for more op-
tions created by new re-
forms - particularly for dis-
advantaged families. Tak
with other parents about
what they do. No one cares
more about your children’s
future than you do; and no
one can make better deci-
sions about their education
than you can.

Wheatever you decide, con-
tinue to insst on high stan-
dards from your children
andtheir teachers. W

Adapted from Back to Schoal,
Moving Forward; What No Child
Left Behind Means for America’'s
Families. U.S. Department of
Education, 2001 and provided by
Alabama Parent Assistance Cen-
ter.

“ When it comes to the
education of our children...

failure is not an option.”

President George W. Bush
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We're on the Web
www.parenting-ed.org
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——Important Web Sites—

Websites for Parent Educators

No Child Left Behind
www.NoChildLeftBehind.gov

U.S. Department of Education Pub-
lications
www.ed.gov

The White House
www.whitehouse.gov

United States House of Representa-
tives; Committee on Education and
the Workforce
www.edworkforce.house.gov

United States Senate: Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions

www.labor.senate.gov

National Institute for Literacy
www.nifl.gov

New York University Child Study Center
www.AboutOurKids.org

American Federation of Teachers
www.aft.org

Time for Kids-Parents-Teachers
www.timeforteachers.com

American Academy of Pediatrics
Www.aap.org

National Mental Health and Educa-
tion Center
www.naspcenter.org

National Education Association
WWW.new.org

National Educational Service
www.nesonline.com

Center for Effective Parenting
www.parenting-ed.org

The website of the Center for Effective
Parenting. Be sure and look over the
publication Parenting in Arkansas, as
well as other information of interest.
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